Branch IIL1         MSTHETIC.    SffAFTJSSBURY.                 499

He who sinks the lowest is not wholly evil j some touch of
honour or of pity will be found in natures prevailingly cor-
rupt; and if a note or two upon the scale remains true,
there is a standard base from which the spoiled proportions
may be restored. The chief seductions which triumph over
the sense of right come from the instincts referring to pri-
vate good; their power lies in the illusion that, when we
are not seeking something for ourselves, we are losing some-
thing, and that for all the love we give to others we are
poorer at home; whereas the impulses of the private pas-
sions inflict upon our self-interest losses quite as great as
are incurred by the sacrifices of benevolence. This fine
remark is usually credited to Butler, and may very probably
be original with him; but it is interesting to find it already
in Shaftesbury's earliest essay.

The perversions of the moral sense through superstition
are so revolting to our author, especially the cruelties of
persecution, that he cannot extend to them his patience with
involuntary ignorance and invincible delusion, but sets them
down, under the head of * monstrous opinions,' as charge-
able with inexcusable crimes. He would hardly have formed
this judgment,, if he had looked at the religion of a people
rather as determined by their moral stage of conception,
than as determining it, so that what the religion required
could not be what the conscience failed to suggest He
took up the problem with the opposite preconception; sup-
posing that the intuitive appreciation of moral differences
was already there, so that the mind knew the gradations of
its duty \ and that then came the assailing superstition to
beguile the passions, and drug the reason, and sophisticate
the conscience, and play in every way the part of active cor-
ruption. He might well say that if an agent, with such a
fine outfit of faculty to begin with, did not defy the wretched
arts of such a tempter, he Bad no excuse for his sin. The
operation of Atheism and of Theism on character axe
estimated in the same way, as an influence superinduced on
a prior moral constitution. The former doctrine, as a mere
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